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Check out our Fun Filled Entry Guide
for El Dorado County Fair Wheelbarrow of Fun
Placerville, CA – Do you love to paint rocks? Make jewelry? Have an excellent recipe for jam? Do your kids
enjoy art? Then grab the 2019 Fair Entry Guide and take a look at the fun you can have, the prize money you
could win and the bragging rights that come with Blue Ribbons.
This year’s Fair Theme, “Wheelbarrow of Fun” offers endless possibilities for fun; fair themed entries are
especially so. If you have a green thumb, take a photo of your garden and enter it to win – especially if
wheelbarrows are part of your garden décor.
Plein Air Painting is an gratifying competition to enter. Developed into an art form by the French Impressionists,
it embodies removing yourself from the four walls of your studio, setting up an easel outside and painting what
you see. A fair scene, a beautiful flower, a Ferris-wheel, a wheelbarrow — possibilities will be endless at the El
Dorado County Fair, held Thursday June 13 thru Sunday June 16th at the Fairgrounds in Placerville.
The Fair entry guide is available at eldoradocountyfair.org or stop by the Fair office to pick up categories of
interest. You can also enter the Fair ONLINE using PayPal. Once on the Fair’s website, click on El Dorado County
Fair, then “Competitions.” You will see the categories, as well as detailed instructions.
Most entry forms are due the end of May, but are accepted now, with projects submitted just days before fair.
(See the Entry Guide for important dates, places and times to submit.)
The Fair Office is open for your questions Monday thru Friday from 9am to 4pm, or you can email your
question to fair@eldoradocountyfair.org.

A Wheelbarrow of Fun at El Dorado County Fair
Celebrating 75 Years of the John M. Studebaker International Wheelbarrow Races
For many folks, a wheelbarrow is just an implement needed in the upkeep of property, a necessary “evil”
some might say. El Dorado County Fair staff and board look at a wheelbarrow a little differently. And this year,
you will too! The theme for the 2019 Fair, “Wheel Barrow of Fun” celebrates the landmark 75th year of the
Wheelbarrow Races and 80 Years of Fun right here at El Dorado County Fairgrounds.
The history of Wheelbarrow Johnny is what the American Dream is made of — hard work, perseverance and
success. In 1853, Johnny Studebaker arrived in Old Dry Diggings (now Placerville) in a sturdy wagon he made
for himself and was offered employment at a blacksmith’s shop. His employer challenged him to make a
wheelbarrow, and after his third attempt, he made a good one—sturdy over humps and bumps, through mud
and rock, where miners needed help.
After several years, including his own attempt at gold mining, John returned to South Bend, Indiana to work
with his brothers, and by 1875 the Studebaker Brothers Manufacturing Company had over $1,000,000 in sales.
In 1904, they manufactured their first gasoline powered automobile.
Hosted by the Kiwanis International of Placerville, the wheelbarrow races are a popular and exciting event
each year at Fair. Competitors enter the appropriate division and wheel their barrows through an obstacle
course, complete with mud, hills and tunnels, for a chance at the prize money, or better yet, bragging rights.
“We wanted to honor this long running competition,” shares Jody Gray, CEO, “We love the hometown appeal of
the races and what it brings to our Fair.”
The Wheelbarrow Race will be held in the Grandstands on Saturday, June 15th. Those wishing to enter the race
can enter in the Fair office or at studebakerwheelbarrowraces.com. Find more details at eldoradocountyfair.
org/contest.html
Calendar:
Who/What:

El Dorado County Fair’s “Wheelbarrow of Fun”

When:

Thursday, June 13 – Father’s Day, Sunday June 16

Where:

El Dorado County Fair & Event Center, 100 Placerville Drive, Placerville, CA

Tickets:

Pre-sale: $9-Regular, $7 Junior & Senior; During the Fair: $12-Regular, $8 Junior & Senior.
Attendees with active duty military ID get in FREE.
Parking $7 per car or take the free shuttle. (Check our website for details.)

